[Human papillomavirus infections of the cervix uteri. I. Pathobiology, epidemiology and relation to cancer pathogenesis].
Infection of the uterine cervix by human papilloma viruses (HPV) is a ubiquitous yet only recently recognized lesion. The morphological findings correlate with early and late gene expression. The pathological events presumably depend upon the HPV type involved and upon environmental and host factors. The recognized risk factors are those described for epithelial dysplasias and carcinomas. The prevalence is unclear: it varies among different population groups and depends upon the investigation methods employed. The natural history of the infection is unknown, although relations between cervical HPV infection and carcinogenesis are evident. Research is handicapped by the lack of suitable animal or in vitro models.